
give, and by cultivatiag that ,stiength we shall sooner 
btain the: objects'for which we formed our League. :, 

The report was adopted,,as was also, the ': I . 

F I N ~ U I A L '  STAT~MENT, 

whichj i n ,  spite of initial expenses, showed a .  
bhlance in.  hand (of a9 2s. Id., a fact upon which' 
the Hon. Treasurer and members are! 'to be  heartily 
cangratu1,ated. 8 : I _ '  I 

'li PROUEDURE' AT MEBTINQS. ,. 

) l  

: . , : t ,  

The,gext item on-the agenda f a s  t o  consider the 
desirabilit? of a-leature.on " Procedure at Meetings." ; 
On the gropos-ition .of Miss .Passant, secofided by. 
Miss : Dtpis, ,it was agreed, to  ,arrange' for ' th is!  
lecture.. , .L . .  : . 

OTHER BUSINESS. A' ' . ,.' _ _  ' _ .  I 
I The,  names:  of those ,who had joined the yarious ! 

. '  

s6lf-insfr.yction . ; ~ P Q U P S  were then, .announced. 
Botany, li'terature, . and , French,: . all  had  their ad- 
hefents; but  the French group was certainly lhhe 8 

popular one. 'i'hree excellent collections of pressed 
flowers.which had bean sent in  were handed round 
for ksptction and;much admired. 
&..,The President, in expressing the .indebtedness af 

the,League to its ,Hon., Sec., Miss Mary Bur?, an-- 
noupced that  she was soing abroad. for the winter, 
apd  that. Mrs.  Day,  Matron of the Eastern.Hospital,,, 
Gomerton; had  kisdly consented to act  as her l oc t~m 
fenens: Miss ,Chittenden iy@s,  appointed' $0 the 
yaqancy, thus 'caused on the Executiye Committ%e,,. 
apd,gfter a ,unanimous vote of. thmks  to  the hon. 
officers, proposed by Miss Frisby an& seconded ,by:: 
Miss Colliqs, the meeting resolved itself.  into a 
social' githering, concerning which space does not 
pemit  us to s ~ y  more than  that  the flowers (sent by 
a%sent,'members) were 'lovely, the music excellent,. 
the  tea.  and other gopd things delicious,, and  the 
demEers.and their guests most gepial. ' , . . 

i, ' . I THE', . . .  , ,  ROYAL . .. SOU?H. HANTS r(rURSES' i 

I -01, govbrnber 1st the ~ Royal 
South  .Rants NurSes' League held' 
its bi-annual ,meeting. Only a 
small numberof members attended, 
but many letters of regret'  at. 

-inability t o  bepresentwerereceivehl 
i The discussions were of- a purely' 
. business character: It ivas decided, 

to  issue themixt  number 6f the 
Jo6rnal:in February, and a Journal Committee :was, 
elected, consisting of the honorary officers q d  Sistel*T 
Leesmith: 

.r> After"  the meetink th i  Zeague, entertainecl the I 
Ward Sistdrs ind staff: probationers of the hospitdld 

. .  
. .  

9 -  i-A- 

LEAGUE. ' .  
. ,  

. ' .  , . - .  

- .  . .  , 

to t& & the board-1.oom. ,L .,:L a . , I  _. ' ~ ~ 1 , -  ; 

' TIut%fng fn 5cotImB~ ' ' ' 
I .. 

I . >  
. In his book "For Better 1 Por Worse 1 " Mr. 

George W. E. Russell characterises as ,"a true 
indictment', the following -diagnosis of  the times 
we Jive in :- I .  

We are iivhg. in an age of decadenbe,  and.  %e pre: 
tend not to know it. There is not a feature wanhirig, 
thOugh we cannot  mention the worst of them., We 
.are  Romans of the. worst  period, given, up' to  luxury 
and'effeminacy, and caring for nothing. but, money. 
We  care no 'more ,for' beauty in 'art,  but 'only for a .- 
brutal realism, Sport has Ioat its manliness, and is a 
matter of pigeons  from a trap or a mountajn of crusheda: 
pheasant3 to  sell to  your o,wn tradesmen!  R9,ligion is 
coming  down to jugglers and table4urnings and,: 
philanderings  with ,cults brought,. like the  tites of Is$;' 
from the East  ;'and as for-p&riotipm; .it is turned on 
lilre beer at electiion times, OP worked like a mechanical 
doll by wire-pullers. We.. bebhg; to. one of the mosti 
corrupt generations of the human race.. .To find. its 
equal one, must go back. to, the Qorst kimes of the 
Roman Empue, and look devilish clopthen." ' 

I am inclined to  think  that  this  indictqent,is pot.'! 
too- sevete in referring to what is known 11s"" smart 
society "-a class which cares for no, countrj, for go ; 
pTinciple, or foy no object :but money and, sensu81.: 
enjoyment, ,and which flaunts, its bedrabbled ensign * 
in LondQb town; an. ensign, more,over,.which acts  as' 
the proverbial rad rag 'which  ipfuriaies the;bu€l of,, 
Anarcby. The standard of liying .in  Londoa  is 
ostentatious and bizarre ; we know ib, and realise, 
with regret that  &%ile-clesi folks with simple 
tastp,can do littlq to stern the  tide of vulg@rity.- 
But  ,in a recent .trip over the .Border one waa n o t  on 
Scottisb g~il for an h,op yithout realising.that here; 
the. insidious sap, of decadence 'had  not :yet rotted 
the root af 'things. . Imagine, thes,  the delight of,. 
the strenuous soul . i n  finding itself .in sympathetic 
env~onment !~ Full in the face dash the inyigorating 
North Sea breezes, and make i.t quite plaixi a.s they. 
buffet one round about that  they bitend to whisk 
away all neurotic cobwebs and false standards,. arid.. 
that  their , sritalising energy mwt  be  expended. in 
work well done. 

In Scotland work-is still the  mainspriq.of ,life. 
If a man works nob. neither shall he eat ;, t h e  on ly  
creed, by which to keep.-depxdence.at bay, Jbre:: 
over, the Scottish  peopls have learned the  geat. 
secret of happiness-that. work means health and, 
Gealth, contentmenlr, and power, and they have an 
extraordinay capacity for drudgery, by which after 
&ll.the world is governed. . One feels. the inskirap. 
tion of 'this' national  solidarity 'in every co,ndition of 
life., 
. Once, Iong ago, an old Sister at the. M: R.. I. ~ 

&ve,me a silver tracheotomy tube  to clean it ;.ivas' 
badly,stained. , When it shone lil;6 a new*sbil&$' 
1. took'it to  her. 1 I 

.: *Sister-look$ at her watch. ' . ~ 

1.:' YouDve. oqly been m .  hour c l&~~$hat '%h&&' ;  .. . .. ,l 

. L  

*.. .  . I 

* 

8 .  ; . m . ,  
, I , :  : 1 ,  ;: 

tube;" &e k i d ,  with rhild 'sarcwm. L . ,  
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